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EDITORIAL

We are happy to offer our readers English translations of selected papers pub-
lished in Issues 1, 2 and 3 of The Sociological Review (Przeglad Socjologiczny)
from 2008. The presented issue is not, therefore, thematically consistent. On the
contrary, our aim is to demonstrate the diversity of our interests.

We begin with a program article by F. Schiitze, wherein the author indicates
the benefits of the application of interpretative biography analysis in European
studies. The text is accompanied by an article by K. Waniek, which illustrates
the pro et contra of international social integration.

The subsequent articles concern sociological description of local communities.
M. Halamska presents a review of studies, in which she discusses the strengths
and weaknesses of social capital in the Polish countryside, while A. Michalska-
Zyla analyzes the issue of identification with one’s native city.

Recently, numerous countries, including members of the European Union,
have begun to incorporate the notion of the knowledge-based society into their
programs. In spite of the rapidly growing number of publications, the issue is
still rather ambiguous. First, L. Zienkowski offers a review in which the issues
concerning the problem of the ‘knowledge-based economy’ are organized. Next,
M. Zemto proposes a critical view of the knowledge-based society from the
perspective of the sociology of knowledge.

European integration, social capital and knowledge-based society — these
are the keywords of this issue of The Review. These are also the keywords of the
current debate within the Polish and international sociological milieu.



