Table of Contents

IntroducCtion . .. ...... ...t

CHAPTER1

The General Notion of the Master’s Dissertation. Strategies of Conducting the
Graduate SemiNar . ... .......ouuutin ittt e

1. Why the Master’s Thesis Should not Be Abolished? ....................
2. The Skills to Be Manifested, the Criteria of Evaluation ..................
3. The Preferred Strategy: Students’ Maximum Freedom . ..................
4. Other Strate@ies . . . ... .vu ittt e e e

CHAPTER II
The First SEMEeSter . . . .ottt e et e e e e e e

1. Studying Master’s Theses Written Formerly in the Supervisor’s Graduate
SemINArS .. ...

2. The Professor’s Mode of Co-operation with Students ...................
3. Formulating the Subjects of Master’s Theses ..........................
4. Decision on the Primary Sources ............. ... . ...
5. Delimitation of the Scope of Issues for Study. Division into Chapters . . . . ...

6. Final Remarks . ......... .. ..

CHAPTER III

The Second SEMEeSLET . . . ..ttt et e e e ettt ettt
1. Finalizing the Strategic Decisions .. .......... ... ... ...,
2. Contextual Lectures . .. ...t e e e e
3. The State of Research ............ ...
4. Introduction and Conclusion . ............ccoiiiiniininnnnnn..

5. The Standard Elements of Introduction. Typical Errors Made in Introductions



8 Table of Contents

6. Creation of Outline. Organization of Argument in Chapters............... 136
7.Final Remarks . ... ... ..ot 148

CHAPTER IV

The Third and the Fourth Semesters ............ ... ..o, 153
1. The Mode of the Graduate’s Work . ........... .. ... iiiiiininaan.. 153
2. Style, Developing ArgUment . .. .......couuttinenenen e e 158
3. Plagiarism .. ...t 169
4. Typical Errors Made in Chapters . .. ........viuiinin .. 172
5. Conclusion. Typical Errors Made in Conclusions ....................... 185
6. References, Footnotes/Endnotes, Bibliography, the Mechanics of Master’s

DISSertation . . ... ..vutt i e 204
APPENDIX

Jerzy Strzetelski: Essential Instructions on How to Write MA Thesis in Literature 209





